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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
318. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. If the minister says the problem is not exclusively the ring main or the dead leg 
but thermostatic mixing valves, why does the Chief Health Officer’s review identify that 11 per cent of outlets 
without a TMV have above-appropriate lead levels? In other words, why are the lead levels high outside the 
TMVs? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
The reason for that is some brass fittings in the feeding pipes run through the ceilings into the individual wards or 
rooms of the hospital. For some reason, the last mob—the Leader of the Opposition in particular as the minister 
who had oversight of this project—allowed brass fittings to be placed further back in the pipes despite the fact that 
the contract very clearly states that they should be stainless steel fittings. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Dig a hole! 
The SPEAKER: Members, please; I want to hear the answer and I am sure you do too. 
Mr R.H. COOK: The hole we are digging, Leader of the Opposition, is your political career. As we go day in, 
day out in this tawdry little exercise, we can see just how poorly the Leader of the Opposition managed this project 
as a minister and how poorly he is going as the Leader of the Opposition. 
There are still some brass fittings in the feeder pipes in the ceilings so there are some elements of lead 
contamination through the de-zincification process in those parts, but it is nowhere near the levels in the 
thermostatic mixing valve assembly boxes, which is where the predominance of brass is. If the other mob had paid 
attention while it was in government, it would have seen that too. 
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